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about politics. Rest assured that, guided by my conscience,
my devotion to my House and my love for my subjects, I will
steer the ship as well as I am able. . . . After my death you will
be able to do what you think right. For your own happiness
I hope that you will be able to come through as well as I have
done so far. A courier brought me the news to-night of a second
battle on 2ist May, a victory at Holzkirchen.'

The Crown Prince had therefore to desist from writing letters
to his father on political matters. But he continued the attack
on Montgelas. There were already many in Munich who were of
the same opinion as Ludwig, amongst them General Count
Wrede.

In the meantime Ludwig had left Innsbruck and moved to
Salzburg. On his arrival he exclaimed1: 'This is the sixth time
that I have come here and each time the beauty of the country
enchants me afresh/ His anxiety concerning the political situa-
tion did not diminish, and he invited Montgelas to come to him.
The Minister had betrayed his apprehension by advising the Crown
Prince to remove all his belongings and furniture from Innsbruck.
He did not at once accept Ludwig's invitation but appeared at
Salzburg some weeks later, on 24th July. A sharp disagreement
followed. To placate the heir to the throne, at least partially,
Montgelas agreed to undertake secret negotiations with Austria,
with the idea of keeping open a line of retreat for any eventuality.2
The two men, however, did not part friends. Ludwig had spoken
so openly that there was no longer any doubt as to his sentiments.

Napoleon meanwhile was endeavouring to thwart the efforts
of the various countries to desert him. He was particularly
anxious to keep Wrede, who commanded the Bavarian Army of
Observation on the Inn. He made great promises and told him
that there was no danger in the Crown Prince's displeasure, for
Ludwig would never ascend the throne of Bavaria. The position,
however, was growing increasingly anxious; Austria now went
over to the side of Napoleon's enemies, which already included
Russia, Prussia, and Sweden. Metternich recognized that the
Emperor's power was waning and that it was high time to go over
to the Allied camp. Marie Luise would again be sacrificed and
Napoleon abandoned. On I2th August the Danube Empire

1  Crown Prince Ludwig to King Max Joseph., Salzburg, 30th May, 1813,
Munich H.A.

2  Heigel, Kronpvinz Ludwig 1813, p. 371.